
   
  

	 Premier	Golf	has	signed	a	five-year	deal	with	the	
City	of	Lynnwood	to	run	its	Lynnwood	Municipal	Golf	
Course.	 The	course	had	been	 looking	at	 its	 future	
plans,	including	shutting	the	doors.	But	Premier	came	
in	with	a		plan	to	run	the	course	and	keep	golf	alive	in	
Lynnwood.	See	Page	10	for	more	on	the	story.

Premier Golf takes over
management at Lynnwood

	 Anne’s	 ball	 comes	 to	 rest	 close	 to	 a	
burrowing	animal	hole.	 	 It	does	not	affect	
her	intended	swing	or	the	lie	of	the	ball	but	
does	require	her	to	stand	on	part	of	the	cast	
left	behind	by	the	mole.		In	the	process	of	
addressing	the	ball	Anne	uses	her	feet	to	
push	aside	part	of	the	heap	and	loose	soil	
she	is	standing	on.		Her	fellow	competitor	
calls	you	over	to	question	her	procedure.		
What	do	you	think?	Please	see	the	answer	
on	Page	2	of	this	section.
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Uw women’s golf coach
elected to hall of fame
 Mary	 Lou	 Mulflur	 became	 the	 46th	
member	inducted	into	the	WGCA	Hall	of	
Fame	last	month.	The	Hall	of	Fame	Induc-
tion	Ceremony	took	place	at	Planet	Hol-
lywood	Resort	in	Las	Vegas,	Nev.	Mulflur	
became	the	second	Husky	coach	to	join	of	
the	WGCA	Coaches	Hall	of	Fame,	joining	
her	mentor	Edean	Ihlanfeldt.	
	 Mulflur	 is	 in	 her	31st	 season	as	 the	
Husky	head	coach,	leading	the	Dawgs	to	
20-straight	NCAA	Regional	appearances	
and	nine	 trips	 to	 the	NCAA	Champion-
ships.	 The	 Dawgs	 recently	 wrapped	 up	
their	fall	season,	which	included	a	trip	to	
Japan	and	a	50-stroke	victory	at	the	Topy	
Cup.
	 Mulflur	becomes	the	third-consecutive	
Pac-12	coach	to	be	elected	to	the	WGCA	
Hall	of	Fame	and	joins	Ihlanfeldt	who	was	
inducted	back	in	2007.

Explore oregon Passport
features terrific deals
	 Looking	 for	 the	 perfect	 way	 to	 play	 golf	
around	the	state	of	Oregon	and	save	money	at	
the	same	time?	Then	the	Explore	Oregon	Golf	
Passport	is	your	answer.
	 On	sale	now	at	the	Oregon	Golf	Association		
website,	the	ExploreOregonGolf	Passport	is	the	
region’s	best	value	for	golf	in	the	region.	With	
more	than	50	participating	courses,	the	Pass-
port	gets	you	golf	and	a	cart	at	more	than	50	
participating	courses	(including	public,	private	
&	resort	courses)	for	no	more	than	$30.
	 Portion	of	all	proceeds	from	Passport	sales	
go	 to	 support	 good-of-the-game	 initiatives	
through	the	OGA’s	partner	associations	includ-
ing	Club	Managers	of	Oregon,	PGA	Oregon
Chapter,	Golf	Course	Owners	Association	of	
Oregon,	Oregon	Chapter	Golf	Course	Superin-
tendent’s	of	America	and	Oregon	Junior	Golf.
	 Passports	are	available	for	$129	for	OGA	
Members	 or	 $179	 packaged	 with	 an	 OGA	
membership	 in	 an	 online	 club	 that	 gets	 you	
USGA	 Handicap,	 a	 subscription	 to	 Pacific	
Northwest	 Golfer	 Magazine,	 retail	 discounts	
and	affiliated	benefits	 through	OGA	Partners	
including	the	Portland	Trail	Blazers,	Willamette	
Valley	Vineyards,	Jones	Golf	Bags	&	more.
	 Go	to	www.oga.org	or	shop.exploreoregon-
golf.com	to	order	or	call	503-981-4653.

 The modern legend of golf on the South-
ern Oregon coast adds an exciting chapter 
with the announcement of a new project, 
Pacific Gales — 18 holes set to emerge 
from some of the world’s greatest seaside 
landscape, with one of the game’s most ac-
complished development teams behind it. 
Course construction is expected to begin in 
summer 2014.
 Located on a portion of privately owned 
Knapp Ranch in Curry County, between 
iconic Cape Blanco and the town of Port 
Orford, Pacific Gales will add a spectacular 
new dimension to this remote but world 
renowned stretch of North American golf-
ing coastline. Several holes will sit directly 
on the ocean, including both the 9th and 
18th, which will share a common cliffside 
green — unique among American seaside 
courses.
 “I’ve been in the business for 30 years, 
and you know a great site when you’re on 
it,” says Jim Haley, managing partner of 
Elk River Property Development, LLC, 
who first ventured to the Oregon Coast as 
a member of the construction team for the 
original Bandon Dunes course. “This is a 
great site. You don’t get them very often.”
 Haley began the long journey to making 
Pacific Gales a reality in the late 1990s, 
while working as Bandon Dunes architect 
David McLay Kidd’s lead shaper  — a re-
lationship that continued through some of 
Kidd’s most well-regarded projects around 
the globe via Haley’s construction company, 
Highland Golf Services.
 The next step was finding the right de-
signer for the new project, which led to Dave 
Esler, who had built his reputation bringing 
restoration work to life with a light touch 
and classic flair in the Chicago area. Esler 
also created the layout at highly acclaimed 
Black Sheep Golf Club — ranked by Golf-
week as one of America’s Best 100 Courses. 
Work on the new course is expected to begin 
in the 2014 season.

Northwest golf shows kick off 2014 season 
 Mark your calendars: Golf shows in Seattle, 
Portland and Spokane will help kick off the 
2014 Pacific Northwest golf season in Febru-
ary.
 First up is the Spokane Golf and Travel 
Show, set for Feb.15-16, 2014 at the Spokane 
Convention Center.
 The Portland Golf Show, which will be cel-
ebrating its 20th year, will be held Feb. 21-23 
at the Oregon Convention Center. Tickets are 
$12 for adults and $10 for seniors. A two-pack 
of Bridgestone golf balls will be given to the 
first 500 through the door.
 For more information, see www.portland-
golfshow.com

 The Seattle Golf and Travel Show will be 
held Feb. 28-March 1. It has become more than 
just about golf. More than 70 travel booths will 
also be part of the show, which is the largest 
consumer golf & travel show on the west coast 
with over 200 exhibitors, travel destinations, 
manufacturer’s and demonstrators. 
 It is owned and operated by Golf Shows 
and Events West of Seattle and is supported 
and endorsed by the Washington State Golf 
Association, The Pacific Northwest Section 
of the PGA of America and the Washington 
State Superintendents Association.
 For more information, see www.seattlegolf-
show.com.

Golf Show in the Nw
	 • Spokane Golf and Travel Show: 
Set	 for	 Feb.	 14-15,	 2014	 at	 the	 Spokane	
Convention	Center.	Show	features	both	golf	
and	travel	information.
	 • Portland Golf Show: Set	for	Feb.	
21-23,	2014	at	the	Oregon	Convention	Cen-
ter.	Show	will	be	celebrating	its	20th	year	in	
2014.
	 • Seattle Golf and Travel Show: 
Show	 will	 be	 held	 Feb.	 28-March	 1,	 2014	
at	the	Century	Link	Events	Center.	Show	is	
the	largest	consumer	golf	show	on	the	West	
Coast.

Pacific Gales: New
golf course on the
oregon coast will
be another option, 
breaks ground in’14

clubhouse Golf center: More than just a place to hit

 There’s	 a	 new	 place	 in	 the	
Puget	 Sound	 area	 to	 play	 in-
door	golf,	have	a	cocktail	and	
eat	some	food	-	Clubhouse	Golf	
Center	in	Lynnwood	owned	by	
Steve	 Levy	 (top)	 along	 with	
his	wife	Terra.	Clubhouse	Golf,	
which	 is	 next	 to	 Alderwood	
Mall,	has	six	hitting	stations,	a	
full	service	bar	and	restaurant	
as	well.	Isn’t	that	all	you	really	
need?	For	more,	see	inside.



Rules Answer	

•		Page	2		•	 •  INSIdE coMMENTS  • •		Inside	Golf	January	Issue	2014			•

S
te

v
e

T
u

r
c

o
tt

e

 Rule	13-2	stipulates	that	a	player	cannot	cre-
ate	or	remove	irregularities	of	surface	except	on	
the	teeing	ground	of	the	hole	being	played	prior	
to	putting	a	ball	in	play.		The	material	piled	by	the	
burrowing	animal	is	deemed	to	be	fixed	and	is	not	
permitted	to	be	moved	to	eliminate	the	irregularity	
of	the	ground.		Anne	would	be	in	breach	of	Rule	
13-2.		The	penalty	would	be	two	strokes.

	 Inside	Golf	would	 like	 to	 thank	Paul	 Lucien	
for	his	insight	on	the	rules	and	the	questions	and	
answers.

Golf and resort life mix just fine at 
Tucson’s Westin La Paloma Resort 
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The Westin La Paloma Resort features a new re-model and 27 holes of golf to play.

 There	are	time	when	this	job	has	its	ben-
efits.	OK,	there	are	lots	of	times	when	this	job	
has	its	benefits.	Sometimes,	wink,	wink,	free	
golf	comes	with	the	territory.	And	sometimes	
this	golf	comes	at	places	you’ve	never	heard	
about	but	after	playing	will	never	forget.
	 Case	 in	 point:	 The	 Westin	 La	 Paloma	
Resort	 in	Tucson,	Arizona	and	home	of	the	
La	 Paloma	 Country	 Club,	 a	 27-hole	 Jack	
Nicklaus-designed	jewel	in	the	desert.
	 I	had	heard	about	the	resort	but	getting	to	
Tucson	just	had	never	been	on	the	road	map	
of	a	golf	 trip.	But	when	 the	Oregon	Ducks	
played	in	Tucson	this	season	against	the	Ari-
zona	Wildcats,	it	was	time	for	a	visit.	We	won’t	
talk	about	the	game	(the	Ducks	got	smoked),	
but	the	golf	and	the	Westin	La	Paloma	Resort	
and	Spa	was	another	story.
	 Let’s	start	with	the	golf.	There	are	27	holes	
of	Nicklaus	golf	carved	out	of	 the	Sonoran	
Desert	and	set	 in	the	foothills	of	the	Santa	
Catalina	Mountains.	The	three	nines,	called	
Canyon	Hill	and	Ridge	are	all	different	and	all	
are	award	winners.
	 The	course	has	been	ranked	among	the	top	
resort	courses	by	GolfWeek	and	is	a	Silver	
Medal	winner	from	Golf	Magazine.	And	some	
new	projects	have	the	courses	even	better,.	
All	 27	 holes	 have	 been	 re-done	 with	 new	
bunkers	and	greens.	In	fact,	the	resort	went	
all-out	with	the	bunker	project,	bringing	in	fine	
white	sand	from	San	Juan	Capistrano,	Calif.
	 But	don’t	tell	one	of	my	playing	partners	
about	the	new	sand	and	how	good	it	is.	On	the	
first	hole	he	left	three	shots	in	the	bunker	on	
the	way	to	a	smooth	quad	to	open	his	round.	
“This	new	sand	is	great,”	he	said	after	pulling	
his	ball	from	the	hole.	“I	just	stink.”
	 The	three	nines	wind	through	the	desert	
and	 there	 is	 trouble	 on	 both	 sides	 of	 all	
fairways.	There	is	plenty	of	sand,	water	and	
desert	to	get	your	attention	from	start	to	fin-

ish.	Our	group	agreed	when	we	were	finished,	
this	was	desert	golf	at	its	finest.	Despite	the	
fact	that	no	one	could	break	88.
	 The	course	 is	open	 to	 its	members	 and	
guests	of	the	resort	-	and	it’s	worth	the	time	

to	stay	at	the	resort	just	to	play	the	course	if	
you	are	not	a	member.
	 The	resort	underwent	a	$35	million	remodel	
which	has	given	a	new	look	to	its	487	rooms,	
pools,	spa	and,	of	course,	 the	golf	course.	
And	 for	 those	 golfers	 with	 traveling	 com-
panions	who	are	not	golfers,	the	resort	also	
boasts	the	Elizabeth	Arden	Red	Door	Spa.	For	
families,	there	are	tennis	courts,	five	pools,	a	
water	slide	and	kids	programs.	There’s	plenty	
to	like	in	and	around	the	resort.
	 There’s	also	plenty	to	see	in	and	around	
the	Tucson	area	with	hiking,	jeep	rides,	city	
tours	and	more.

	 Steve	 Turcotte	 is	 editor	 of	 Inside	 Golf	
Newspaper.	 He	 can	 be	 reached	 at	 sdtur-
cotte@comcast.net.	





 Membership into Jorgensen Golf is a 
good way to get going and before Nov., 30, 
you can save $15 on an early bird rate. Cost 
is $100 for membership, $85 for seniors and 
$70 for juniors. Benefits includes a GHIN 
handicap, the weekly tournament series, 
one half-price lesson and discounted private 
video lessons and merchandise.
 For more information call 425.349.1347 
or see www.jorgensengolf.com.
 
Idaho’s Circling Raven named
among top golf resorts in U.S.
 Circling Raven Golf Club (www.cdaca-
sino.com/golf) – the masterful amenity of 
Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort in the Idaho 
panhandle -- has won distinction from Golf-
week magazine in its just-released “2014 
America’s Best Resort Courses” list.
 Flowing through 620 inspirational acres, 
the sinewy design by course architect Gene 
Bates has been a perpetual national award-
winner since opening.
 Golfweek dispatches hundreds of rat-
ers annually to grade courses in 10 areas, 
including conditioning, variety and hole 
memorability.

Northwest players look for spots
on LPGA Tour for 2014 season
 A trio of players from the Pacific North-
west came up short at the LPGA Qualifying 
School. Jessi Gebhardt of Bellingham made 
the cut and finished all five rounds at 3-over 
but will like be headed to the Symetra Tour 
this year. Kendra Little of Eugene (6 over) 
and Chessey Thomas of Spokane (9 over) 
both missed the four-round cut and failed to 
advance to the final round.
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 The website has been launched for 
“America’s St. Andrews” in advance of the 
most anticipated sporting event ever to be 
held in the Pacific Northwest. The website’s 
address is www.AmericasStAndrews.com, 
and is in support of the hardbound full-
color coffee table book that chronicles the 
improbable story of how, against all odds, 
Chambers Bay, in 2008 just an eight-month 
old publicly-owned facility in University 
Place, Wash., was selected to host the 2010 
U.S. Amateur Championship as well as be 
the first course in the Pacific Northwest to 
host the U.S. Open, which will be held there 
in 2015.
 Included on the website are a sampling of 
photos from the book, quotes from intervie-
wees, table of contents, paragraphs pulled 
from chapters, and a video which can also 
be viewed here. 
 The website was designed by Abell 
Smith, the webmaster for the Pacific North-
west Golf Association. 
 The scheduled release date for the book 
is October 1, 2014, and prior to its release 
the book can be pre-ordered directly from 
the website at a preferred rate of $29.95. 
Once the book is released, it will retail for 
$39.95. Also on the website are two levels 
of options for businesses wishing to be a 
partner in the book. Once released, the book 
will be available wherever books are sold, as 
well as online, and will be sold onsite at the 
2015 U.S. Open. It will also be available on 
eBooks via Kindle, iPad and other tablets. 
 The book’s Foreword is written by Robert 
Trent Jones, Jr., the Chairman and Master 
Architect of the design firm of Robert Trent 
Jones II, the architects of Chambers Bay. 

New website is launched for Chambers Bay book; 
Boeing Classic wins Champions Tour 2013 award

 Included in the book are extensive inter-
views with all the key people involved in 
the process of transforming an abandoned 
gravel mine into a U.S. Open-caliber golf 
course, such as Mike Davis, Executive Di-
rector of the United States Golf Association; 
Danny Sink, USGA Championship Director 
of the 2015 U.S. Open; Matt Allen, General 
Manager of Chambers Bay, and his superin-
tendent, who took on the task of nurturing 
fine fescue grass in an unfamiliar landscape; 
John Ladenburg, the former Pierce County 
Executive who spent all the political clout he 
had on a dream that ultimately came true.
 Seattle Times columnist Blaine Newnham 
is the author and Tom Cade of the PNGA is 
the editor of the book.

Champions Tour hands Boeing
Classic Business Affairs honor
 The Boeing Classic has announced that 
the tournament received the 2013 Cham-
pions Tour Tournament Business Affairs 
(TBA) Award at the Tour’s annual year-end 
conference. 

 The TBA team rates and grades every 
tournament in several different categories 
that determine what makes a successful 
event and the Boeing Classic for the 9th 
consecutive year earned the highest overall 
score among all 27 Champions Tour events.
 This achievement marks the fourth 
consecutive year and fifth time overall that 
the Boeing Classic has received one of the 
coveted annual Champions Tour awards. In 
2007 the tournament earned the Outstanding 
Achievement Award, in 2010 received the 
prestigious Presidents Awards and in 2011 
was awarded the Players Award and to go 
along with last year’s first TBA Award. The 
tournament held its first event in 2005 and in 
just nine years has raised nearly $5 million 
for Greater Seattle charities. 

Jorgensen Golf will host its
2014 Tour at NW golf courses
 Jorgensen Golf will again host a series 
of top flight tournaments for the 2014 Jor-
gensen Golf Tour.
 The 2014 Tour starts in January with 
an event at the Home Course in DuPont 
and will continue throughout the year with 
events at such courses as Chambers Bay, 
Desert Canyon and Gold Mountain’s Olym-
pic Course.
 The Jorgensen Golf Tour has been one of 
the most popular amateur tours in the Pacific 
Northwest for years and offers great deals 
on tournament play and a healthy prize fund 
at all the events as well.
 Julius Jorgensen has hosted tournaments 
for 25 years and has given out more than 
$1.7 million in prize certificates at his series 
of tournaments.





InsideGolfNewspaper.com

•  IN ThE NEwS  • •		Inside	Golf	-	January	Issue	2014		••		Page	6		•

Tour Players with Northwest ties

 Washington men’s golf head coach Matt 
Thurmond is pleased to announce next 
year’s freshman class who have each signed 
letters of intent with the Huskies. The deep 
class will bolster an already strong Wash-
ington squad for years to come.
  "Signing four guys is a big class, but 
we just liked all these guys so much that it 
made sense for us,” said Thurmond. “There 
is great balance here in their golf abilities, 
personalities, and leadership styles.  It's 
also the first time in several years that we've 
signed three Washington guys in one class 
and that's pretty cool."
  The four-person class has a local flavor 
with three in-state products as well as resi-
dent of Vancouver, Canada. Signing with the 
Dawgs were Spencer Weiss, Frank Garber, 
Jordan Lu and Greg Gildea.
 Here’s a look:
  • Spencer Weiss - Eastlake HS - Weiss is 
a local player from Eastlake high school in 
Sammamish, Wash. He is a four-time Wash-
ington 4A high school state qualifier and the 
2013 4A KingCo Conference Player of the 
Year. As the captain of the Juanita squad, he 
led the Rebels to the 4A state title in 2013.
 • Frank Garber – Juanita HS - Frank 
is another incoming freshman from down 
the road at nearby Juanita high school in 
Kirkland, Wash. He is a two-time 3A Wash-
ington State Champion for the Wolves, but 
lists his top accomplishment as winning the 
2013 American Junior Golf Association at 
Oakbrook. An excellent student, Garber 
comes from a golfing family with his father, 

There is plenty of NW
flavor with Washington’s
men’s golf recruiting class

Rick, being the former head golf coach at 
Oregon State. Frank’s mother, Hanne, is a 
native of Norway and Garber speaks fluent 
Norwegian.
 • Jordan Lu - Vancouver, Canada - Lu is 
a native of Taiwan where both of his parents 
are professors. He has lived in Vancouver 
the past few years with his sister who is a 
student at the University of British Colum-
bia. He recently graduated from the Prince 
of Wales Secondary School in B.C.
  • Greg Gildea – Bellarmine HS - Gildea 
comes to Washington from down I-5 at 
Bellarmine Prep in Tacoma. He was origi-
nally from Vashon Island, Wash., but re-
cently moved with his family to Lakewood, 
Wash.

Frank Garber

PGA Tour
	 •	Ben	Crane	•	Portland	•	155th	on	the	list	with	$23,320.
	 •	Robert	Garrigus	•	Gresham	•	50th	on	the	list	with	$207,450.
	 •	Troy	Kelly	•	Bremerton	•	No	events
	 •	Richard	H.	Lee	•	Bellevue	•	109th	on	the	list	with	$66,010.
	 •	Ryan	Moore	•	Puyallup	•	1st	on	the	list	with	$1,520.350.
	 •	Alex	Prugh	•	Spokane	•	No	cuts	made
	 •	Michael	Putnam	•	Tacoma	•		125th	on	the	list	with	$50,005.
	 •	Kyle	Stanley	•	Gig	Harbor	•	68th	on	the	list	with	$133,033.
web.com Tour
	 •	Jason	Allred	•	Ashland	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
	 •	Andres	Gonzales	•	Olympia	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
	 •	Jeff	Gove	•	Seattle	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
`	 •	Andrew	Putnam	•	Tacoma	•	Season	starts	Feb.	21
	 •	Chris	Williams	•	Moscow/UW	•	No	cuts	made
champions Tour
		 •	Fred	Couples	•	Seattle	•	Season	starts	Jan.	13.
	 •	Bob	Gilder	•	Corvallis	•	Season	starts	Jan.	13.
	 •	Brian	Henninger	•	Eugene	•	Season	starts	Jan.	13.
	 •	Peter	Jacobsen	•	Portland	•	Season	starts	Jan.	13.
	 •	Kirk	Triplett	•	Pullman	•	Season	starts	Jan.	13
LPGA Tour
	 •	Jimin	Kang	•	Seattle	•	Season	starts	Jan.	23
	 •	Paige	Mackenzie	•	Yakima	•	Season	starts	Jan.	23
	 •	Wendy	Ward	•	Edwall,	Wash.	•	Season	starts	Jan.	23
LPGA Symetra Tour
	 •	Lindsay	Aho	•	Brush	Prairie	•	Season	starts	Feb.	22.
	 •	Amy	Eneroth	•	Spokane	•	Season	starts	Feb.	22.
	 •	Jessi	Gebhardt	•	Bellingham	•	Season	starts	Feb.	22.
	 •	Renee	Skidmore	•	Everett	•	Season	starts	Feb.	22.
	 •	Christy	Yun	•	Tacoma	•	Season	starts	Feb.	22.

did you know….
 •	 	 With	 WSGA’s	
Winter	 Series	 (a	 four-
tournament 	 ser ies	
comprising	 of	 several	
formats	that	begins	ev-
ery	January),the	Casual	
Golf	Days	(a	chance	for	
WSGA	members	to	play	
exclusive	courses	they	wouldn’t	normally	
get	a	chance	to	play),	and	their	Net	Series	
(a	schedule	of	tournaments	comprising	of	
net	competitions	that	allows	players	of	all	

abilities	to	compete	equitably),	the	WSGA	
is	 continually	 providing	 benefits	 and	 op-
portunities	for	all	golfers.	
	 •	The	Web.com	Tour	will	return	to	the	
state	of	Oregon	this	year	with	the	Winco	
Foods	Portland	
Open	set	to	be	
held	 Aug.	 21-
24	 at	 Pumpkin	
Ridge’s	 Witch	
Hollow	.	The	event	will	be	the	final	tourna-
ment	before	the	four	rounds	of	playoffs	as	
players	battle	for	the	top	50	spots	and	PGA	
Tour	cards.	
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A golfer takes a swing at Pebble Beach (top); a Golden Tee Machine sits in nicely in the clubhouse.

Clubhouse Golf
New facility in Lynnwood offers a chance to
play Pebble Beach, drink, eat and socialize

clubhouse Golf center 
	 Hare	are	some	facts	and	figures	about	
Clubhouse	Golf	Center.

	 •	What:	Clubhouse	Golf	Center	is	an	
indoor	golf	center	and	sports	bar.
	 •	Where:	Lynnwood,	Wash.,	right	next	
to	Alderwood	Mall.
	 •		Facility:	Six	hitting	stations	and	over	
40	 courses	 to	 choose	 from	 including	
Pebble	Beach	and	the	Old	Course	at	St.	
Andrews.	There	is	also	a	fully	stocked	bar	
and	food	menu.
	 •	Rates:	$40	an	hour.	It	takes	one	golfer	
about	an	hour	to	complete	18	holes.	$10	
for	additional	golfer.
	 •	Phone:	425.582.9813.

 When Steve Levy saw a potential customer 
walk through the front door, his eyes lit up. He 
quickly got up front from his chair, shook the 
guy’s hand and went into a spirited talk about his 
new business called the Clubhouse Golf Center in 
Lynnwood. He talked about the hitting stations, 
the bar, the food, the big-screen televisions. He 
even invited the guy to play a few holes.
 “There’s a lot to be excited about this busi-
ness,” said Levy, who opened the Clubhouse Golf 
Center in December. “There’s nothing really like 
it around. I think people will like what they see 
when they come here and tee it up.”
 Just walking in through the front doors you 
get the idea that the Clubhouse Golf Center is 
special. The front doors are automatic sliders and 
open from left to right. “We want people who 
are carrying clubs to be able to walk in without 
holding a door and banging their clubs, on the 
door,” said Levy.
  What greets the eyes through the front doors is 
the ultimate sports bar for golfers. There are six 
hitting stations, each with the chance to play over 
40 courses including some of the heavyweights 
like Pebble Beach, St. Andrews and Bethpage 
Black. In fact, the guy who came in on this day 
said he was going to St. Andrews next May and 
playing a simulated game at St. Andrews was a 
great warm-up for the trip.
 There are televisions everywhere, including 
a big screen over the bar - and the bar is fully 
stocked and has every drink a golfer would want. 
There is also a loaded kitchen with what Levy 
likes to call “golfer’s grub.”
 And just to make sure this is the ultimate 

golfer’s paradise, there is even a Golden Tee 
video game in the corner of the bar.
  Levy has been in the video game industry for 
years and has always liked golf. He decided to 
try and mix the two. Along with his wife Terra, 
they researched and came up with the idea of the 
Clubhouse Golf Center. The Levy’s wears plenty 
of hats, he’s an owner, chef, janitor, caddy and 
bartender. But they like them all.
 As far as the location, Levy did his homework 
saying that within 25 miles of their new facility 
there are 45 different golf businesses from golf 
courses to driving ranges to golf shops. “We think 
we have a winner with this,” said Levy. “And so 
far, so good.” For more info call 425.582.9813.
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Premier Golf contracted to run Lynnwood Municipal
 After an extensive, 10-month review, the City of Lynnwood has contracted management of its 
golf course operations to Premier Golf. Premier is the leading golf management company serving 
municipal courses in the Puget Sound. 
 The 5-year contract approved by the Lynnwood City Council excludes management of grounds 
maintenance but offers a private management solution for the day-to-day operations with the antici-
pation that the course will become financially sustainable. 
 Premier’s goal will be to accomplish a seamless and transparent transition to a private manage-
ment model. The City and Premier will work together through the month of December to ensure 
a smooth transition on Monday, December 30, 2013. Golfers will see improved customer service, 
the installation of a loyalty rewards program, and enhanced overall operations. Golf fees have been 
set for 2014, so the golfers will see no changes to the posted rates for 2014. Moving forward, Pre-
mier will work with the City of Lynnwood staff to optimize the rate structures for both rounds and 
revenues for the Lynnwood Golf Course. Premier Golf works with its municipal partners to deliver 
“Affordable, Accessible Golf.” 
 Under this management contract, the City of Lynnwood and Premier Golf will be close working 
partners to provide a great golfing experience for the customers with responsible financial manage-
ment that retains this great asset for the Lynnwood community. “We are honored to be chosen by 
the City of Lynnwood to manage their wonderful golf course and look forward to working with The 
City of Lynnwood and the various stakeholders to ensure the continued success of Lynnwood Golf 
Course,” said Bill Schickler, President of Premier Golf.
 Information about the course, green fees, and more can be found at www.LynnwoodGolf.com. Premier Golf has added to its portfolio by taking over operations at Lynnwood Municipal.

Are there rules for determining the hole location on greens?
 We have all played a round of golf where there 
was what we would like to call an “illegal” hole 
location which resulted in us 3 or 4 putting or worse 
on a particular hole when we were playing well.  
Which left us thinking what were they thinking when 
they put the hole there.  So what makes a good hole 
location and are there any rules for that.
 The USGA’s “Rules of Golf” consist of 34 rules 
which govern the game.  There are no rules within 
the Rules of Golf regarding hole locations, so there 
is no such thing as an “illegal” hole location.  Within 
the Rules of Golf there are only two requirements 
regarding the hole itself; the hole shall not exceed 
4 ¼ inches in outer diameter and that the hole liner 
(cup) must be sunk at least one inch below the put-
ting surface.
 The USGA does however have recommendations 
for selecting hole locations.  Selecting hole locations 

has a direct impact on every round of golf played.  
Each and every day the selected hole locations 
determine and effect the difficulty and challenge of 
each hole throughout the course, as well as the pace 
of play, wear and tear on the greens, players attitudes 
towards the course and enjoyment of the game.
 Based on the USGA’s recommendations, there 
are several basic factors that should be considered 
when selecting hole locations.  First and foremost, 
the person selecting the hole locations should have 
a good understanding and knowledge of the game of 
golf and the golf course.  Second, the person needs 
to use good judgment in deciding what will give 
fair results based on how the hole was designed to 
be played.  In addition there are several other basic 
factors that impact hole locations that should be 
considered; length of the approach shot to the green, 
condition of the turf from which the shot will be 

played from, holding quality of the green, as well 
as conditions for play.
 After considering the basic factors impacting 
hole locations there are additional factors that need 
to be considered.  There should be enough putting 
green surface between the selected hole location and 
the front and sides of the green to accept the typi-
cal approach shot for that particular hole. Typically 
that means hole locations should be 4-5 paces from 
the edge of the green.  The area around the hole 
(approximately 2-3 feet) should be nearly level or 
a slight constant slope giving the player a fair op-
portunity.  When it comes to slopes keep in mind that 
a player putting from above the hole should be able 
to stop the ball at the hole or reasonably close.   
 The location of bunkers and hazards also have an 
impact on hole locations and consideration needs to 
be given to proximity to the green.  Lastly, players 

that just missed the green after a reasonably good 
shot, should have a fair opportunity for recovery.
 What defines a good hole location?  That varies 
depending on the golfer you ask, but most of the time 
it is a location that is fair, yet challenging and doesn’t 
detract from the enjoyment of the round.  Having 
a balanced selection of hole locations throughout 
the course in regards to some easy, some hard, left, 
right, middle, as well as front, center and back is 
also important and offers the players a variety and 
different situations or challenges on every hole 
throughout the course.
 There are no “illegal” hole locations, some are 
just more enjoyable and playable than others.

 
 R. D. Pete Petersen, Jr. is the superintendent of 
golf operations at Riverbend in Kent.
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The Lesson Tee: Even if the weather
turns bad, there’s always time to putt
	 The		 next	 month	 or	 so,	 the	 weather	 can	
be	 a	 bit	 harsh.		 I	 have	 the	 conviction	 we	 can	
improve	our	golf	games	in	spite	of	the	cold	and	
wet	conditions.		I	would	like	to	write	this	month	
about	 putting.		 Let’s	 discuss	 some	 principles;	
practical	methods;	and	technique	improvements	
indoors.
	 First,	to	me	the	two	most	important	putts	to	
work	 toward	 mastering	 would	 be	 beyond	 25’	
and	inside	5’.		Let’s	look	at	the	25’	and	beyond.		
Some	call	it	a	lag	putt.		I	do	not	take	their	view.		
I	 believe	we	 attempt	 and	 focus	on	making	 all	
putts.		
	 If	our	target	 is	smaller	 in	focus	we	will	end	
closer	to	the	hole	and	even	make	a	few	more	
putts.		 If	 a	 golfer	 is	 just	 attempting	 to	 get	 it	
close	in	a	three	foot	circle	the	miss	will	be	well	
outside	that	intended	circle.		I	suggest	our	first	
step	be	proper	speed	to	and	beyond	the	hole.		
Place	a	club	2	1/2’		beyond	the	hole.		Focus	on	
making	the	putt	with	the	speed	to	finish	the	putt	
between	the	hole	and	the	shaft	on	the	ground	2	
1/2’	beyond	the	hole.		
	 How	many	can	you	get	between	or	in	the	hole	
out	of	15	attempts?		This	would	be	a	measurable	
task.		Putt	a	set	uphill	then	downhill	and	finally	
level	with	various	breaks.		Putt	5	sets	of	15	putts	
25’	to	35’.		Also	put	a	coin	2/3	of	the	way	on	the	
apex	of	the	putt.		(or	the	highpoint	of	the	break)		
This	will	give	you	feedback	as	to	how	you	are	
doing	in	regard	to	hitting	the	proper	line.
	 Proper	speed	is	the	key	to	successful	long	
putting.		It	is	much	easier	to	trust	long	putts	if	
you	have	a	good	sense	for	speed.		Make	longer	
fluid	strokes	on	longer	putts.	Have	the	pace	of	
stroke	like	the	tic	tock	of	a	grandfather	clock.		
Play	the	1	-	2	beat	in	your	mind	even	as	you	putt.		
This	drill	and	focus	will	help	eliminate	three	putts	
and	help	your	score.

	 Secondly,	short	putts	5’	and	in.		The	closer	
most	golfers	get	to	the	hole	the	harder	they	tend	
to	try.	Fear	of	missing	becomes	a	factor	and	the	
stroke	suffers.		Misses	occur	and	the	negative	
cycle	begins.		I	suggest	you	hit	some	uphill	2’	
putts.		Commit	to	a	very	specific	read	no	matter	
what.		Commitment	overshadows	doubt.		Place	
a	dime	directly	 in	 front	of	 the	hole.	 (1/2	 inch)		
Focus	on	 rolling	 your	 golf	 ball	 over	 the	dime.		
This	gives	us	a	small	target	so	even	if	you	miss	
the	dime	the	ball	still	goes	in	the	hole.		As	you	
make	these	2’	putts	over	the	dime	focus	on	your	
read,	your	small	dime	target	and	your	mental	1	-	2	
back	and	through	stroke.		1	is	the	finish	of	the	
backstroke	and	2	is	when	you	strike	the	ball.		It	
is	the	tic	tock	rhythm.		When	you	focus	on	1	-	2	
or	tic	tock	your	mind	has	no	time	to	lock	onto	bad	
mental	interference.		After	you	are	comfortable	
with	the	2’	putts	move	on	to	3’	and	so	on.		
	 I	work	mainly	on	my	putting	technique	in	the	
winter.		Inside	where	it	is	nice	and	warm.		I	use	
two	main	aids	for	my	technique.
	 First,	I	have	a	2	x	4	or	an	arc	board.		(photo	1)		
I	attach	a	clip	to	the	back	of	my	putter	and	slide	
it	along	the	board.	The	clip	keeps	my	clubface	
from	over	rotating.	The	board	trains	my	putter	
path.

	 Secondly,	I	use	Mike	Bender’s	Rite	on	Line.		
We	call	 it	 the	mouse	trap.		This	helps	me	get	
my	putts	started	on	 line.		This	 is	key	 to	mak-
ing	putts.		I	hit	putts	through	the	tiny	hole	and	
train	my	stroke	or	my	hands	(	yes,	hand	path)	
to		 consistently	 move	 on	 the	 same	 line.		 Not	
many	 golfers	 take	 putting	 instruction	 and	 yet	
good	putting	is	vital	to	low	scores	and	more	fun	
in	golf.	I	would	encourage	golfers	to	take	some	
putting	instruction	from	a	qualified	coach.		Make	
a	putting	plan,	do	some	drills	and	spend	 time	
on	 technique.		 There	 is	 proper	 and	 improper	
technique	even	in	putting.

	 Jeff	Coston	is	a	former	PGA	Tour	player.		He	
is	the	2013	PGA	Northwest	Player	of	the	Year.		
He	 can	 be	 reached	 at	 Semiahmoo	 Resort	 by	
calling	360	201	4590.		www.jeffcoston.com

A putting board is a great way to practice.
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 Looking to play 18 in Arizona next week 
or want to find a great local golf course 
at a good price?  Let EZLinks.com help.  
The website offers golfers a place to book 
tee times online at discounted prices.  It is 
expanding its service to offer golfers a 24/7.  
Golfers can call 1-888-621-8675, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.
 EZLinks.com offers 100,000 discounted 
tee times to golfers daily through its online 
site.  EZLinks says that their booking ac-
count for 14% of all tee times booked (their 
research). Their booking are up 25% from 
last year.  Despite these trends, seven out 

EZLinks expands tee time service
Look for changes at Madrona near Tacoma after a new General Manager takes over.

 Madrona Links Golf Course opened in 1977 and is a Ken Tyson design. Ken wanted to build 
a user-friendly course and that is exactly what Madrona Links is today – everyone can play this 
course but it's not a totally flat layout and there are many obstacles like tree-lined fairways, greenside 
bunkers and strategically placed ponds that make you keep your focus.
 It is one of those courses that many people have overlooked or discounted because of the relatively 
short yardage (5,608 yards), but what golfers need to know is that its short length is not a reflection of 
the character of the course.  There is a good mixture of level holes and holes with elevation changes. 
Number 13 hole is a good example of elevation change and challenge. It is a 383-yard par-4 hole 
where the tee shot plays down hill to a fairway that slopes toward the lefts side and the ob stakes. 
Landing in the fairway is critical as the second shot is to a difficult undulating green. 
 The Links part of the name fools a lot of people as the course isn't really a links-style at all, but 
more of a northwest parkland-style course with fairways that are lined and often separated by tall 
trees. Some holes are flat and some are hilly but it's not a difficult walk for those who favor walking 
when they play a round of golf.
 The course has a restaurant and lounge that is in the process of being remodeled and is expected 
to re-open in mid February. It will have a new proprietor in Bob Kelly. You may know Kelly's son 
Troy Kelly who plays on the PGA Tour. 
 There are plans to hold a Gig Harbor Amateur this year for the first time. The dates have not been 
established but it is expected to take place in August or September.
 Madrona Links is an 18-hole, par-71 course with a slope of 116. It has a reputation for having 
great greens. The course recently hired Jeff Jackson as its new superintendent. Jackson was previously 
at Canterwood Golf Club in Gig Harbor. Amenities at the course include a practice range, practice 
green, restaurant and lounge and a well-stocked pro shop. Their website is: www.madronalinks.com. 
Pro shop phone is 253.851.5193.

Madrona Links: User-friendly fun

of 10 tee times are still booked by phone 
according to the National Golf Foundation.
 At EZLinks.com, golfers have access 
to discounted tee times, up to 50% off the 
course rate, at more than 1,000 courses 
across the U.S. and in ten international mar-
kets including popular travel destinations 
like Mexico and the Dominican Republic.  
 Known for its customer service, 
EZLinks.com has a generous return policy 
and thier site lists the course conditions and 
amenities for each course.  
 To book your next tee time, call 1-888-
621-8675 or go online to EZLinks.com.  

 The Washington State Golf Association has 
announced the slate of sites for the 6th season of 
the popular WSGA Winter Series. The Winter Se-
ries consists of four tournaments, one per month 
from January through April, and with each being 
played in a different format.
 The series will kick off with a tournament at 
Meridian Valley Country Club in Kent, Wash. 
on January 24. This tournament will be played 
in the individual Stableford format. 
 The second leg in the series will be a 2-Person 
Scramble held at the RMG Club at Oakbrook in 
Lakewood, Wash. on February 28. 
 The Olympic Course at Gold Mountain Golf 
Club in Bremerton, Wash. will host an Individual 

WSGA sets dates for 2014 Winter Series
stroke play tournament on March 14. 
 Rounding out the 2014 Winter Series will be 
a 2-Person Four-Ball (Best-Ball) tournament at 
White Horse Golf Club in Kingston, Wash. on 
April 18. 
 Online entries are now available on the 
WSGA Winter Series webpage. The tournament 
series is open to men and women amateurs who 
are in good standing of a WSGA member club 
and have a USGA Handicap Index, provided by 
the GHIN service, not exceeding 36.4 for men 
and 40.4 for women. Formats include Stableford, 
Two-Person Scramble, Individual Stroke Play, 
and a Two-Person Four-Ball (Best-Ball).  
 For more see www.thewsga.org.

Pacific Northwest professionals
qualify for different tours in ‘14
 A handful of professionals from the Pa-
cific Northwest have qualified to play on the 
Web.com Tour and Champions Tour for the 
2014 season.
 Former Seattle resident Mike Reid earned 
one of five spots on the 2014 Champions 
Tour on a full-time basis by finishing in the 
top five at the Qualifying School, held at the 
Champions Course at TPC Scottsdale.
 Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo Resort finished 
tied for 11th and earned conditional status for 
2014 meaning he is eligible for all Monday 
qualifiers and should be able to get into a lim-
ited number of tournaments during 2014. He 
finished at 11 under for the four rounds of the 
Qualifying School and missed the playoff for 
the top five by one shot. Coston also recently 

won the Senior Division of the Hawaii Open, 
beating former U.S. Open Scott Simpson by 
one shot.
 At the Web.com Qualifying School five 
players will be part of the tour in 2014.
 Former University of Washington All-
American Nick Taylor along with Jeff Gove 
of Seattle earned full-time status. Jason All-
red of Ashland, Kevin Penner of Sammamish 
and Eugene Wong of Vancouver, B.C. also 
qualified and are exempt until the second re-
shuffle of players according to the money list 
after the eighth event of the Web.com Tour 
season.
 The season starts Feb. 6-9 with the season 
opening event the Panama Claro Champion-
ship which will be held in Panama City.
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Rules of the Game: When it comes to
equipment, there are do’s and don’t’s

 As part of a continuing commitment to 
provide greater clarity to the Rules of Golf, the 
United States Golf Association (USGA) and 
The R&A, golf’s governing bodies, announced 
revisions to the 2012-2013 edition of “Decisions 
on the Rules of Golf.” The changes, part of a 
customary two-year Decisions review cycle, 
become effective on Jan. 1, 2014.
 Amendments To 2012-2013 Edition “Deci-
sions on the Rules of Golf, 2014-2015” contains 
more than 1,200 entries addressing specific 
situations under the Rules of Golf. A total of 
87 changes have been made to the 2012-2013 
Decisions book: three new Decisions, 59 revised 
Decisions, one re-numbered Decision and 24 
Decisions withdrawn. 
 Among the changes for 2014-2015, four deci-
sions are particularly noteworthy:
 New Decision 14-3/18 confirms that players 
can access reports on weather conditions on a 
smartphone during a round without breaching 
the Rules. Importantly, this new Decision also 
clarifies that players are permitted to access 
information on the threat of an impending storm 
in order to protect their own safety.
 New Decision 18/4 provides that, where 
enhanced technological evidence (e.g. HDTV, 
digital recording or online visual media, etc.) 
shows that a ball has left its position and come 
to rest in another location, the ball will not be 
deemed to have moved if that movement was 
not reasonably discernible to the naked eye at 
the time. 
 Revised Decision 25-2/0.5 helps to clarify 
when a golf ball is considered to be embedded 
in the ground through the use of illustrations.  
 Revised Decision 27-2a/1.5 allows a player to 
go forward up to approximately 50 yards without 
forfeiting his or her right to go back and play a 
provisional ball.

 Question:	It	seems	like	the	USGA	is	always	
coming	up	with	a	ban	or	restriction	on	the	equip-
ment	and	types	of	devices	that	players	can	use?	
Why	do	they	seem	so	strict	on	these	rulings?
	 Answer:	 The	USGA	carefully	 monitors	 the	
types	of	clubs	and	other	devices	that	players	use	
or	may	want	to	use	on	the	golf	course.	Rule	14-3	
groups	all	of	these	things	together	in	a	category	
called	 “Artificial	 Devices,	 Unusual	 Equipment	
and	Unusual	Use	of	Equipment.”	
	 While	anybody	will	readily	admit	that	technol-
ogy	has	made	huge	strides	in	the	playing	of	the	
game	of	golf,	 the	USGA	 is	doing	all	 it	 can	 to	
preserve	the	fundamentals	of	the	game	–	that	
a	club	should	be	 freely	swung	with	 the	arms,	
wrists	and	hands,	and	that	the	conditions	of	the	
course	and	the	elements	should	be	gauged	and	
mastered	by	a	player’s	own	physical	and	mental	
capacities.
	 Is	that	why	they	are	banning	the	anchoring	of	
a	club	to	the	body?	
	 I	won’t	get	into	that	subject	here,	because	it’s	
such	a	hot	button,	but	a	club	being	freely	swung	
with	the	hands,	wrist	and	arms	is	the	cornerstone	
of	that	ruling.
	 Can	you	explain	what	you	mean	by	“the	con-
ditions	of	the	course	and	the	elements	should	be	
gauged	and	mastered	by	a	player’s	own	physical	
and	mental	capacities?”
	 Some	examples:	A	player	can	use	his	put-
ter	as	a	plumb-bob	to	gauge	the	break	of	 the	
green,	but	he	can’t	lay	a	level,	a	half-filled	Coke	
bottle	on	the	green	to	measure	the	slope.	He	
can	eyeball	the	distance	to	the	hole,	ask	another	
player	or	use	yardage	markers,	but	he	can’t	use	
a	range	finder.	He	can	throw	blades	of	grass	in	
the	air	to	gauge	the	wind	direction,	but	he	can’t	
use	anything	that	sprays	water	or	powder	into	
the	air.	He	can	estimate	the	angle	of	an	upslope	

or	downslope	to	see	how	much	club	to	add	or	
subtract,	but	he	can’t	put	anything	on	the	ground	
to	measure	that	angle.	And	you	can’t	use	any	
functions	on	your	phone,	such	as	temperature,	
altitude,	wind	speed,	bubble	level,	etc.	
	 What’s	do	you	mean	by	“unusual	equipment	
or	unusual	use	of	equipment?”
	 It	means	that	you	can’t	use	a	piece	of	equip-
ment	or	equipment	designed	to	artificially	aid	you	
in	making	your	swing,	stroke,	or	enhance	your	
equipment.	Examples	are:	grips	that	are	molded	
to	fit	your	hands	and	fingers,	using	an	elastic	to	
bind	your	hands	to	your	putter	for	stability,	warm-
ing	up	your	golf	balls	with	a	hand	warmer,	using	
an	alignment	rod	to	groove	your	swing,	swinging	
with	a	“doughnut”	on	your	driver	before	teeing	
off,	and	other	such	actions.	
	 What’s	the	penalty	if	I	use	these	things	during	
a	round?
	 Disqualification!!

	 Mike	Peluso	is	a	rules	official	with	the	USGA,	
PNGA	 and	 other	 organizations.	 He	 can	 be	
reached	at	mikepeluso@comcast.net	for	ques-
tions.

Sorry, you can’t use a leveler on the putting green.

Rangefinders have to be OK’d by local committee

USGA, R&A come
up with revisions
to the rules of golf
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